IN   COLLEGE   PARK
painted as if they originated from the external condyle
of the humerus. And yet I, bad as I am, won two
quid from Billy Orpen, who is full of artistic anatomy.
Birrell opened Cunningham's Anatomy.
"' The nerve has been seen passing downwards
between the ramus of the mandible and the internal
pterygoid. . . .'"
44 Hold on a minute till I get that. Ramus is branch
and mandible is your jaw-bone, the bone that carries
the * point/ in the language of Tommy Monk."
a * It now inclines forward to reach the side of the
tongue, and, passing over the constrictor of the
pharynx, it lies below the last molar tooth, between
the mucous membrane and the body of the mandible/ "
41 Body and ramus must be different parts of the
same bone," I remarked, but Birrell kept on reading:
44 ' In its further course the nerve keeps close to the
side of the tongue, crossing the upper part of the
hypoglossus and beyond the duct of Wharton. It is
placed immediately under the mucous membrane of
the tongue. , . .' "
44 Sure; if it wasn't, who could taste with it ?"
44 *. . . and can be traced as far as the tip.' "
44 Thanks, old chap. But I can't even see Wharton's
duct, much less expose it. Was there ever such un-
necessary meandering ? Why can't the blooming
nerve go straight and get on with its work without
inclining, passing, lying, and exposing itself to the
first drunken dentist that comes along and takes out
your back tooth ?" I let go the grapnel hook that held
the tongue. " Now that I have exposed as much as
I can see of the beastly thing, give us that mnemonic
you wrote on the lingual nerve, I am convinced
that I'll be up against it on the paper. Wait a
minute until I take it down."
Birrell, who was master of mnemonics, recited the
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